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Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project
> > Fast Facts

Project Development is now underway on the
Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project
Here are some facts about the planned service:

Conceptual design only. Subject to change without notice.

Length: 17 miles
Planned Stations: 17
Runs between UNC Hospitals in Chapel Hill 
and Alston Avenue in East Durham

Estimated Travel Time (end to end): 39 minutes

Peak Frequency: 10 minutes
Off-Peak Frequency: 20 minutes

Estimated Cost: $1.4 Billion (in 2012 dollars) or
              

Funding Sources: Local 1/2 cent sales tax, vehicle 
registration fees, rental car tax in Durham and 
Orange counties, fares, state and federal funds.

Bus Improvements:
New and enhanced bus service will connect to light 
rail stations.

Project Partners:
Federal Transit Administration, NC Department 
of Transportation, Durham-Chapel Hill-Carborro 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, Durham 
County, Orange County, City of Durham, Town of 
Chapel Hill.

$

$
Light Rail Features

Light Rail will operate on 
tracks separate from freight.

Overhead
Electric Power

Level Boarding

Bike Racks

Real-Time
Information

Advance
Ticketing

Security

Estimated operating date:
2025/2026
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Durham-Orange 

Light Rail Transit Project

For more information, visit:
www.ourtransitfuture.com

P.O. Box 530, 
Morrisville, NC 27560

Phone: 
(800) 816-7817

Email: 
info@ourtransitfuture.com
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Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project (D-O LRT)
>> Newsletter 2014

Why propose a Light Rail Transit project?  Long-term regional growth forecasts 
show population in the Triangle region increasing by 80 percent between 2010 and 
2040, from 1.6 to 2.9 million. Within the Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit (D-O LRT) 
corridor, the population is forecast to double and the highest travel intensity (number 
of trips per acre) in the Triangle region are predonminantly located in this corridor.   

Where are people going?  They are going to and from the major employment 
destinations at UNC Hospitals and Duke/VA Medical Centers, as well as Downtown 
Durham.     

Project Milestones Accomplished
On February 8, 2012, the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (DCHC MPO) adopted Light Rail Transit (LRT) on an alignment 
between the University of North Carolina (UNC) Hospitals and Alston Avenue in 
east Durham as the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for inclusion in the 2035 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).

On April 3, 2012, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued a Notice of Intent 
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) as required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for projects seeking federal funds.  

What’s new in the last 12 months? Triangle Transit and the D-O LRT project staff have: 
Received approval from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to enter the 
Project Development (PD) phase. During the PD phase, Triangle Transit and 
local decision-makers must (1) Select a locally preferred alternative, and have it 
adopted into a Long Range Transportation Plan, (2) complete the Environmental 
Review process, and (3) develop measures to be rated by the FTA.

community impact studies, soil sampling, and many other studies for inclusion in 
the DEIS.
Produced engineering for the alignment, alignment and station alternatives, and 

alternative may be selected.
Prepared station area plans for each of the proposed stations.
Held more than 200 small group and public meetings and met with more than 
3500 members of the public.

We need your help! 
(1) Build the Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project or Not (“No Build”)?
(2) Selection of the Little Creek Alignment
(3) Selection of the New Hope Creek Alignment
(4) Selection of the Station Location for Duke/VA Medical Centers
(5) Selection of the Rail Operations and Maintenance Facility location

Project decision-makers will consider public input along with environmental 
study results, costs, development potential, and other factors when making project 
recommendations. 

                 Next steps on Page 4

Project Goals: 

between Durham & Chapel Hill 

propensity for transit use 

Comments about the project 
and requests for speakers may 
be directed to:    

Natalie Murdock
Public Involvement Manager
Our Transit Future

Morrisville, NC  27560

info@ourtransitfuture.com
1-800-816-7817

Este boletin está disponible en español.
Llamenos a 800-816-7817 
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Light rail transit (LRT) operates in 
more than 20 urban areas in the 
United States and Canada, including: 
Charlotte, Portland, Baltimore, St. Louis, 
Buffalo, Dallas, San Diego, Los Angeles, 
Minneapolis, and San Jose.

and uses electric rail cars, operated with 
single cars or in short trains of up to 
four cars.  LRT uses overhead catenary 
wires as the power source.  

Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project 
>> What is Light Rail Transit?

Pre-Paid Ticketing Level Boarding

Train Interior

Rail cars are designed to accommodate      
persons with mobility limitations and            
bicycles.   

Station spacing can vary from one-

speeds can reach 55 mph. Stations 
frequently include passenger amenities 
such as seating, climate controlled areas, 
shelter, lighting, park-and-ride lots, and 
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Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project 
>> Project Map & Timeline
 

Durham-Orange LRT Project Timeline

16 Vehicles

Project
Length
17 Miles

P j t Hours of 
Operation

5:30 a.m. to Midnight

Peak
Frequency*

10

Off-Peak
Frequency*

20

Light Rail By The Numbers

Weekdays

Saturday

Sunday

20
20-30

20

20-30
* In Minutes

Fleet Size
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November 2014 – Public Open House
Information about Light Rail Transit,  
alignment alternatives, Rail Operations and  
Maintenance Facilty alternatives, station alternatives,  
and station area plans will be available. 
All materials available at www.ourtransitfuture.com

Summer 2015 – Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
The DEIS will disclose all potential partial and full property displacements, relocations, and acquisitions, as 
well as proposed temporary and permanent easements.
“Notice of Availability” of the DEIS will be published in the Federal Register and the DEIS will be circulated 
for public review.
Public review and comment period is open for 45 days from the publication of the “Notice of Availability” in 
the Federal Register.  Written comments will be accepted by mail and email.
A public hearing will be held in the corridor during the 45-day public comment period.

Early Spring 2016 – Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) / Record of Decision (ROD)
The FEIS will address substantive comments received during the DEIS public comment period.

impacts, and disclose the project’s mitigation commitments.

Spring/Summer 2016 – Real Estate Phase
Property evaluations, appraisals, negotiations, and relocations or acquisitions begin after the ROD is issued 
by the FTA.
Federal laws and regulations dictate the process for the real estate phase.
The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (42 United States 
Code Chapter 61) provides for uniform and equitable treatment of persons displaced from their homes, 
businesses, or farms by federal and federally-assisted programs and establishes uniform and equitable land 
acquisition policies; federal regulations implementing the Uniform Act (49 Code of Federal Regulations Part 
24) establish the process that must be followed.

For more information about the environmental review process, please visit: A Citizen’s Guide to the NEPA – Having 
Your Voice Heard (December 2007) at https://ceq.doe.gov/nepa/Citizens_Guide_Dec07.pdf

Thank you for your continued support of the project and please stay involved!

Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project
>> Next Steps

Facebook.com/ourtransitfuture

YouTube.com/ourtransitfuture

@TriangleOTF

@TriangleOTF

Stay Involved  

  Website | www.ourtransitfuture.com  

  Email | info@ourtransitfuture.com

  Phone | (800) 816-7817  

J2-69



www.ourtransitfuture.com

Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project
> > Key Decisions & Distinguishing Criteria
Assessment Criteria Built LRT or 

No Build
Duke/VA 
Medical 
Centers

Little 
Creek

New Hope 
Creek

ROMF 
Locations

Purpose & Need √
Transportation

     Freight Rail √ √
     Bicycle & Pedestrian Connections √ √ √ √
     Travel Patterns √
     Public Transportation √
     Street & Highway Facilities √ √ √ √ 
Land Use & Zoning √ √ √ √ √
Socio-Economic Conditions

     Population √ √
     Employment √ √
     Business Impacts √ √ √ √
Neighborhoods & Community Services √ √ √ √ √
Visual & Aesthetic Considerations √ √ √ √ √
Historic & Archaeological Resources √ √ √ √ √
Parklands √ √
Natural Resources √ √ √ √ √
Water Resources

     Wetlands √ √
     Floodplains √ √ √ √
     Rivers & Streams √ √ √ √
Air Quality √
Noise & Vibration √ √ √ √ √
Energy Use √
Hazardous & Contaminated Materials √ √ √
Safety & Security √
Property Acquisitions √ √ √ √ √
Residential & Business Displacements √ √ √ √ √
Constructions Impacts √ √ √ √ √
Secondary & Cumulative Effects √ √ √ √ √
Financial Analysis

     Capital Costs √ √ √ √ √
     Operating Costs √
Public & Agency Input √ √ √ √ √
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Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project
> > Key Decisions & Distinguishing Criteria

Build the Durham-Orange Light Rail or No Build

Select the New Hope Creek Alignment

Select the Station Location for Duke/VA Medical 
Centers

Select the Little Creek Alignment

Select the Rail Operations & Maintenance 
Facility (ROMF) Location

Alston Avenue

Farrington Road

Leigh Village

Patterson Place

Cornwallis Road
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Rail Operations & 
Maintenance Facility
What is a Rail Operations & 
Maintenance Facility (ROMF)?

Minneapolis, MN

www.ourtransitfuture.comJ2-72



Maintenance AdministrationStorageWashing

FACILITY USES

Minneapolis, MN Minneapolis, MN

Minneapolis, MN Charlotte, NC

light rail 
bays

light rail 
washer

light rail 
operations facility

www.ourtransitfuture.comJ2-73



SITE SIZE:
PARCELS:
EXISTING LAND USE 
(parcel count):

ZONING:

EMPLOYMENT IN AREA:

COST RANGE:

19 acres
20

Commercial (1)
Commercial/Warehouse (5)
Railroad (1)
Residential (2)
Vacant (11)

Industrial Light 

150 to 250 employees

$55 million to $70 million 

ALSTON AVENUE

SITE SIZE:
PARCELS:
EXISTING LAND USE 
(parcel count):

ZONING:

EMPLOYMENT IN AREA:

COST RANGE:

16 acres
4

Community/Apartment (1)
Vacant (3)

Residential Suburban - 20

Less than 25 employees

$70 million to $85 million 

PATTERSON PLACE

SITE SIZE:
PARCELS:
EXISTING LAND USE 
(parcel count):

ZONING:

EMPLOYMENT IN AREA:

COST RANGE:

21 acres
15

Cell tower (1)
Commercial (1)
Residential (7)
Vacant (6)

Residential Suburban - 20

Less than 25 employees

$50 million to $65 million 

LEIGH VILLAGE

SITE SIZE:
PARCELS:
EXISTING LAND USE 
(parcel count):

ZONING:

EMPLOYMENT IN AREA:

COST RANGE:

20 acres
3

Commercial/Warehouse (1)
Vacant (2)

Commercial General

Less than 25 employees

$65 million to $80 million 

CORNWALLIS ROAD

SITE SIZE:
PARCELS:
EXISTING LAND USE 
(parcel count):

ZONING:

EMPLOYMENT IN AREA:

COST RANGE:

25 acres
14

Cell tower (1)
Commercial (1)
Residential (6)
Vacant (6)

Residential Suburban - 20  

Less than 25 employees

$50 million to $65 million 

FARRINGTON ROAD

Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project
Rail Operations & Maintenance Facility

SITE ALTERNATIVES
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Cornwallis Road

Patterson Place

Leigh Village

Farrington Road

Alston Avenue

www.ourtransitfuture.com

Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project
Rail Operations & Maintenance Facility

SITE ALTERNATIVES
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Select the Rail Operations & Maintenance 
Facility (ROMF) Location

Alston Avenue 

Farrington Road

Leigh Village

Patterson Place

Cornwallis Road
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Freight Rail

Land Use & Zoning

Employment

Business Impacts

Neighborhoods & Community Services

Visual & Aesthetic Considerations

Historic & Archaeological Resources

Natural Resources

Wetlands

Floodplains

Rivers & Streams

Noise & Vibration

Hazardous & Contaminated Materials

Property Acquisitions

Residential & Business Displacements

Construction Impacts

Secondary & Cumulative Effects

Capital Costs 

Public & Agency Input

Other:       

       

1  2  3  4

I support going forward with the following Rail Operations 
& Maintenance Facility (ROMF) location (select one):

Leigh Village Patterson Place

Farrington Road  Cornwallis Road

Alston Avenue

Which are the most important criteria to you?
1 - Most Important, 2 - Important, 3 - Less Important, 4 - Not Important

(check ONE box for each criteria)
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Select the Station Location for the 
Duke/VA Medical Centers
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Bicycle & Pedestrian Connections

Street & Highway Facilities

Land Use & Zoning

Neighborhoods & Community Service

Visual & Aesthetic Considerations

Historic & Archaeological Resources

Natural Resources

Noise & Vibration

Property Acquisitions

Residential & Business Displacements

Construction Impacts

Secondary & Cumulative Effects

Capital Costs

Public & Agency Input

Other:       

                               

1  2  3  4

I support going forward with the following 
Duke/VA Medical Centers station location (select one):

Which are the most important criteria to you?
1 - Most Important, 2 - Important, 3 - Less Important, 4 - Not Important

(check ONE box for each criteria)

Eye Care CentersTrent / Flowers Drive
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Select the Little Creek Alignment
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Bicycle & Pedestrian Connections

Street & Highway Facilities

Land Use & Zoning

Population

Business Impacts

Neighborhoods & Community Service

Visual & Aesthetic Considerations

Historic & Archaeological Resources

Natural Resources

Floodplains

Rivers & Streams

Noise & Vibration

Parklands

Property Acquisitions

Residential & Business Displacements

Construction Impacts

Secondary & Cumulative Effects

Capital Costs

Public & Agency Input

Other:        

1  2  3  4

I support going forward with the following Little Creek 
Alignment (select one):

C1 Alternative C2 Alternative

C1A Alternative C2A Alternative

Which are the most important criteria to you?
1 - Most Important, 2 - Important, 3 - Less Important, 4 - Not Important

(Check ONE box for each criteria)
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Select the New Hope Creek Alignment
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Bicycle & Pedestrian Connections

Street & Highway Facilities

Land Use & Zoning

Business Impacts

Neighborhoods & Community Service

Visual & Aesthetic Considerations

Historic & Archaeological Resources

Natural Resources

Floodplains

Rivers & Streams

Noise & Vibration

Hazardous & Contaminated Materials

Property Acquisitions

Residential & Business Displacements

Construction Impacts

Secondary & Cumulative Effects

Capital Costs

Public & Agency Input

Other:       

       

1  2  3  4

I support going forward with the following New Hope Creek 
Alignment (select one):

NHC LPA Alternative NHC 2 Alternative

NHC 1 Alternative

Which are the most important criteria to you?
1 - Most Important, 2 - Important, 3 - Less Important, 4 - Not Important

(check ONE box for each criteria)
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